The Story of Covenant
Creation
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Genesis have been born in the last two hundred years with higr
expectations only to be buried later in unmarked graves in the cu
de-sacs of history. Their numbers are great. That sobering
historical reality should foster care, temperance, balance,
objectivity, and most of all, humility, among all those who have al
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Timothy P. Martin, Beyond Creation Science, 2"¢ Edition, 2005, p. 5.

What if the missing key to Genesis is Preterism?
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Genesis Creation
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Covenant Creation
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Milton S. Terry, Biblical Apocalyptics, p. 44.



What Is Covenant Creation?
Genesis U Revelation
ibegi rntihneg ofi e nd o
Covenant U Covenant

Covenant Creation: The Bible tells one over-arching
story from Genesi s to Revel



Traditional Creation & Eschatology

Genesis U Revelation
ibegisodifiedgngso

Physical Universe & Covenant U Covenant & Physical Universe
Gen. 1then Gen 2 or 12 U Matthew 24 then Rev. 21-22

Traditional Views: The Bible tells two separate stories
from Genesi s ttwo b&smnvngd, tavd | o n
endings, etcé physical UBDonk
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Covenant Creation & Eschatology
Genesis U Revelation

ibegi rntineg ofi e nd o
Covenant U Covenant

Covenant Creation: The Bible tells one over-arching
story from Genesi s to Revel



The Question Is one dfature

AThenatureof the fAbeginningo
match.

A The nature of the curse and redemption must
match.

A The nature of original creation and new creation
must match.

To identify the nature of the end Is to
identify the nature of the beginning!
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what he did, but no one saw it took place, and Jesus only
appeared to a few disciples. The destruction of the enemy city,
WSNYXza £t SYZ g1 a& | Aa LWzt A0 OA\
it confirmed Him as a true Prophet, and as the last and greatest
Prophet. It was proof the that he had indeed ascended to heave
and become King of kings and Lord of lords. Thus, the destructic
of the Old Creation is of incalculable importance to Biblical
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James B. Jordan, The Handwriting on the Wall, p. 341-342.

O0Gabriel explains that this vision pertains to the time of the end.
The end of what? The end of the first creation, which came to a
FdzZ f Of2asS Ay !'5 711

James B. Jordan, The Handwriting on the Wall, p. 417.
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was to occur at the time of thdestruction of creationat the
judgment of Babylon, and sinceeation was to be destroyexd
the end of the millennium, then the vindication of the martyrs, In
the judgment on Babylon, was to occur at the end of the
YATESYYyAdzYdE OSYLIKIE &A

Don K. Preston, Who is This Babylon?, p. 268-269.
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In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundation
of the earth, and the heavens are the work of
your hands, they will perish, but you remain; they

will all wear out like a garment. (Heb10-11)

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for tt
first heaven and the first earth had passed away
and there was no longer any sea. (R&vl)



Covenant Map




Topography Map
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Geology Map
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Covenant Map




Verifying Covenant Context

A Revelation 21-22

I Gates open; Glory and honor of the nations brought
Into New Jerusalem. (Rev. 21:25-27)

I Healing of the nations. (Rev. 22:2)

A Genesis Creation
I Clear aspects of the Law being presented?
I Symbolic elements representing human beings?

What is the subject of Genesis Creation?
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Creation in Hebrew

A Bara i used only of God; usually translated as

Acreateo i n English.

A Asah i forming like a craftsman makes things;
usually transl ated as 0nn
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analysis of ancient Near Eastern creation literature confirms
that ancient priorities were focused on the functional rather
UKIFY O0KS Yl USNAI { de

Dr. John H. Walton,He br ew Cor nebaraB) 0 icr eat
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The Structure of Creation

Bara used only 5 times in Genesis 1!

AlLlifil n t he b e geatedthemepvedo d
and the earthéeéo

Al121iiSo Geattdgr eat sea cr e
with which the waters ab

inBe fruitful and mul tiply;

A 1:27 (3 times) i So God created man in his own
Image; in the image of God He created him; male
and female He createdt h e meé o
irnBe fruitful and multioply;



Covenant Jurisdiction: Sea and Lat

So God bl essed Noah and his s
fruitful and multiplyé (Gen.
él [ God] will multiply you [A
make you exceedingly fruitf f:

é Be fruitful and multiply [t
Why did God give a similar blessing to creatures of the Sea?

aX UKS INBFO asSl Nb

world, for land is always Israel, and sea Is
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James B. Jordan, The Handwriting on the Wall, p. 359.
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Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of
t hem, were finishedé (Ge

Afihosto: common Hebrew word used o
Il srael came up out of Egypt as ¢
(Ex. 12:51)

I Dani el P es

roph i e persecut i
Ahost . o (-IBal@)i el

ed th
8: 10

These are the generations of the heavens and of
t he eartheée (Gen. 2:4)

AfiThese are the ge reeeryathér oasesiré@enesisl s e
as a reference to people, to the history of people.
geyond
20 reation
cience

I Genesis 5:1;6:9: 10:1, 32; 11:10, etc.



The Focus of Creation

a¢Kdzd FTNBY UGKS adl NI GKS Id
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John H Sailhamer, The Pentatuech as Narrative, p. 82.

AGenesis 1 (iGBlohiind) na me

I Day 1, light, matches Day 4, sun, moon, and stars
I Day 2, waters, matches Day 5, creatures of the sea
i Day 3, land, matches Day 6, man on the land

i 7 Feasts in the Law match 7 Days of Creation

I Temple built over week of years (1 Kings 6:38)
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- Temple dedicated over week-long feast (2 Chron. 7:9)
Aevening and morningo timing of

AGe nesi s 2 (iGbYadhsw enhaone
Land
I Man
i Garden ’ @?zz::sn
T No Fish/Sea cience



Light for the Land

¢KSY D2R alARX a[SG GKSNB 0SS fAIKG:
night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years; and
them be for lights in the firmament of the heavetwsgive light on the
eartht YR AU &I #85a2X O0DSYy® mMYwmn

ASun, Moon, Sasahjo Ddyrmade 0
I worship background or purpose (c.f. Gal. 4:10)
I knowledge of God to Israel - land (c.f. Rom. 1:20)
I days = Sabbath and feast days
I years = Sabbath and Jubilee years

G¢KS adzy YR Y22y ¢S bdBsonsBy arfaafysision :
the usage of the wordeasongMaunder indicates that it means

religious seasons, not the four seasons of the year. The position of the
sun indicated the various times for daily sacrifices, and the position of
the moon for monthly sacrifices. Seven was very important in the whole

Jewish economy and it figured in their astronomy and religious

asSl azyaods¢

BernardRamm The Christian View of Science and Scripir87 éeyond
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New Light for New Heavens and Ea

The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to
shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it . The
Lamb is its light. (Rev. 21:23)

A Sun, Moon, Stars pass away at the end

I The Knowledge of God comes through Jesus Christ
I Pattern of Rev. 21 is rooted in the creation of Gen. 1.
I Old Creation = old covenant order

I New Creation = new covenant order
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Sabbath Law and Creation

A Day 7 - Sabbath
I Godos Rest (Heb. 4)
i no nevening and morningo
I no beginning or end
I no old covenant sacrifices!

What does the Law claim as the basis for the Sabbath Law?

For in six days theorbmade psal the heavens and
the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and
rested the seventh day. Therefore theRDblessed
the Sabbath day and hallowed it. (Ex. 20:11; c.f., E
30:17)

The Sabbath Day law is rooted in creation T Day 7 of Gen. 1!
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Sabbath Law and Creation

A If Gen. 1 describes the creation of the universe,

A If the Law anchors the Sabbath Day observance
In creation,

A Then the basis of 7t day observance remains!

i Are Christians still called to keep the 7t day Sabbath?
I Do Christians still live in this creation?

I External Sabbath observance is obsolete only if this entire
creation has passed away!

i If Christians are still called to observe the 7t day Sabbath, then
not al |l of the Law has passed a\

Creation and the Law are United!
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Law and Creation Unity in the Proph

| beheld the earth [land eretq, and indeed it was
without form, and void; and the heavens, they had no
light. Jer 4:23)

A Parallels to Gen. 1

I fruitful land became a wilderness (v. 26 i Day 3)

I Dbirds had fled (v. 25T Day 5)

I nomanontheland (v. 2517 Gen. 2:4)

I exact same | anguage as Gen. 1: 2

What is the prophet saying?



GWSNBYAlIKQa @GAaAirzy Aa 2F (K
primaeval chaos; in the first line he uses the phrad®l wahohu
which is used elsewhere only of the empty turbulence out of
G KAOK D2R ONBIUSR KSI @S
G.B. Caird, The Language and Imagery of the Bible, p. 114.

oWhen Israel disobeyed God, the land became again

Wdzy AYKIFOAGlF Ot SQX ¢KS gl & Ay
terminology and themes of Genesis 1 suggests that the notion
af F YR Ay OGUKAA OKIFLIWISNI Aa Y2

to be. The common understanding of the term land (erets) in
DSYySaAada MYH A& WSIENIKZIQ 2N WA

shows that later biblical writers read Genesis 1 as referring
LINAYFNAREE (G2 0KS Wil yRQ LINRY

John H. Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative, p. 86. éeyond
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Law and Creation Unity in the Proph

For behold, | createbpral] new heavens and a new
earth. (Isaiah 65:17)

I bara: same language (though future tense) as Genesis 1:1
I no mention of the sea, foreshadowing:

Now | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also
there was no more sea. (Rev. 21:1)
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Creation and Law/Temple Detall

A Golden Lampstand i Tree of Life

A Cherubim at Garden i Cherubim in Holy of Holies

A Gemstones on Ephod i Same Gems in Eden

A Linen to avoid sweat i Aspect of the Curse

AAbel 6s Sacr i Sacrifice ( Gen. 4
A Firstborn of Flock i Firstborn Offerings (Deut. 12)
ANoahodés clean andi Levnlt | e an

The npassing awayo of the o
sea takes us all the way back to what God created
Ain the beginningo!
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Covenant Creation & Eschatology
Genesis U Revelation

ibegi rntineg ofi e nd o
Covenant U Covenant

Covenant Creation & Covenant Eschatology: The Bible
tells one over-arching story from Genesis to Revelation



Honors the Historic Framework

dThe term beginning in biblical Hebrew marks the starting point of a specific duration, as in 'the
beginning of the yearTt. 11:12). The end of a specific period is marked by its antonym, 'the
end,' as in 'the end of the yeaD{. 11:12). In opening the account of Creation with the phrase
'In the beginning,' the author has marked Creation as the starting point of a period of time.
'‘Hence will here be the beginning of the history that follows.... The history to be related from
this point onwards was heaven and earth for its object, its scenes, its factors. At the head of
this history stands the creation of the world as its commencement, or at all events its
foundation.' By commencing this history with a 'beginning,' a word often paired with its
antonym 'end,' the author has not only commenced a history of God and his people but also
prepared the way for the consummation of that history at 'the end of time."'

The growing focus within the biblical canon on the times of the 'end' is an appropriate extension o
the 'end' already anticipated in the 'beginning' of Genesis 1:1. The fundamental principle
reflected in 1:1 and the prophetic vision of the end times in the rest of Scripture is that the 'las
things' will be like the 'first things': 'Behold, | will create new heavens and a new dggh' (
65:17); 'Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth' (Rev 21:1). The allusions to Genesis 1 ar
in Revelation 22 illustrate the role that these early chapters of Genesis played in shaping the
F2NXY YR O2yiaSyid 27F (K SAraadyNAQeliesisNLl1 the cdicéphc? y
'the last days' fills the mind of the reader.
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John H. Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative, pp. 83-84..
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Is there a relationship between YEC and
our view of the end times?

Have we been misled
about Revelation?

Have we been misled
about Genesis?

THE GENESIS

FLOOD




